THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

human flesh? If thou, Christ, do really command these
things, what is left over for Satan to do? What a terrible
blasphemy it is to declare that thou couldst command
these deeds of Satan! What base presumption on the
part of men to ascribe to Christ that which can only
come to pass through the will and inventiveness of the
Devil."

Had Sebastian Castellio written nothing more than
the preface to the book De haereticis, and in that preface,
nothing but this page, his name would remain imperish-
able in the history of mankind. For how solitary was his
voice; how little hope could he have that his adjuration
would find hearers in a world where the clash of arms
dulled the sound of words and where war was the last
appeal. Still, though they have been promulgated again
and again by religious teachers and by sages, the most
humane demands of forgetful mankind must be restored
to memory. "Doubtless I say nothing," adds the modest
Castellio, "which others have not said before me. But
it is never superfluous to repeat what is true and just until
it enforces recognition." Since, in every age, violence
renews itself in changed forms, the struggle against it
must continually be renewed by those who cling to the
things of the spirit. They must never take refuge behind
the pretext that at the moment force is too strong for
them. For what it is necessary to say cannot be said too
often, and truth can never be uttered in vain. Even when
the Word is not victorious, it manifests its eternal pre-
sence ; and one who serves it at such an hour has given
glorious proof that no Terror holds sway over a free
spirit, but that even in the most cruel of centuries there
is still a place for the voice of humaneness.
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